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Did You Know: 

 

Children’s Trust of 

South Carolina and the 

Annie E. Casey released 

the 2022 KIDS 

COUNT Data Book.   
 

• In 2008-2012, 21% 

of all children in 

the United States 

were in poverty.  

The country has 

improved with only 

17% of children in 

poverty.   

 

• Also better, 31% 

of children in the 

United States      

between 2008-

2012 had parents 

that lacked secure 

employment.  From 

2016-2020 that 

number dropped 

to 27%.   

 

• From 2008-2012, 

39% of children 

lived in households 

with a high housing 

cost burden.  That 

number improved 

to 30% of children 

between 2016-

2020. 

 

 Thank you to Amy Loftus, Director of the Aiken 

County Department of Juvenile Justice, for       

presenting agency updates at our annual              

Volunteer Development Day.   
 

The Department of Juvenile Justice is a state  

cabinet agency committed to serving South        

Carolina's youth offenders and is responsible for 

providing custodial care and rehabilitation.              

 Thank you to all of our community partners and volunteers who make the 

Juvenile Arbitration Program so successful.  As we approach fall, we          

reflect on our summer activities, including: Aiken State Park Community 

Service Day, ACTS Community Service Day, Alcohol and Drug Class, and 

Cooking Matters.   
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Health Fair  

 

 

Arbitration on the Move  

  

   

Thank you to all 

of the arbitrators, 

including Julie 

Stutts, who have            

completed their 

updated              

volunteer        

applications and 

worked hard to 

stay current with 

their trainings, 

activities and       

related                     

compliance forms.    

Thank you 

to Nurse 

Karen   

Blackmore 

and her 

team for  

making the 

Aiken 

County 

Health Fair 

so           

successful 

for every-

one who 

participated.    



Community Opportunity  
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Kandace Cave (Aiken Youth Empowerment), Bob Byrne (Juvenile Arbitration), Alphia Dunbar 

(Aiken Center for the Prevention of Alcohol and Other Drugs), Nina Spinelli (Juvenile Arbitration), 

Joe Ryan (Office of the Attorney General), and Andria Baisley (Cumbee Center to Assist Abused 

Persons) prepare for the Maze 

Youth in Juvenile Arbitration have been hard at work collecting items for the Food Drive.   



Page 4  

 

Library Card  

 

 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention  

  

    Youth participating with the Juvenile Arbitration 

Program have been hard at work obtaining           

library cards as part of the program.  
 

Why library cards?  According to the American 

Library Association:  

• Approximately 14 million middle and high 

school students are on their own after 

school.  

• 8 in 10 Americans want all children and 

teens to have some type of organized activity 

or safe place to go after school.  

• The hours between 3 and 6 p.m. are the 

peak hours for juvenile crime and                             

experimentation with drugs, alcohol and               

cigarettes. 



Volunteer Development Day  
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Joe Ryan (Office of the Attorney General), and Andria Baisley (Cumbee Center to Assist Abused 

Persons) prepare for the Maze 

Thank you to Alphia Dunbar with the South Carolina Human Affairs Commission and                

Arbitrator Joe Shields for making our Volunteer Development Day so successful.  
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Aiken Community Service Network  

 

 

South Carolina Human Affairs Commissions  

 The South Carolina Human Affairs Commission provides answers and support to frequently 

asked questions about discrimination, including, can a person be denied a promotion because 

of pregnancy and national origin.   
 

Pregnancy discrimination in the workplace         

occurs when an employer discriminates on the 

basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related                

medical condition. The Pregnancy                             

Discrimination Act (PDA) and the SC                         

Pregnancy Accommodations Act forbids          

discrimination based on pregnancy when it 

comes to any aspect of employment, including 

hiring, firing, pay, job assignments, promotions, 

layoff, training, fringe benefits, such as leave and 

health insurance, and any other term or              

condition of employment.  

    

The Aiken Community Service Network meets monthly to share updates and community 

events that help grow and connect the community.  Members include Walton Way           

Options, the Aiken Center, Clemson SNAP-ED, and, Juvenile Arbitration.   



Take Action SC 

Page 7 Arbitrator News  

 

Kandace Cave (Aiken Youth Empowerment), Bob Byrne (Juvenile Arbitration), Alphia Dunbar 

(Aiken Center for the Prevention of Alcohol and Other Drugs), Nina Spinelli (Juvenile Arbitration), 

Joe Ryan (Office of the Attorney General), and Andria Baisley (Cumbee Center to Assist Abused 

Persons) prepare for the Maze 

Thank you to the team of Take Action for hosting their Environmental Education Workshop.  

This Workshop is a chance for educators and community stakeholders to meet and learn 

about the new curriculum and activities to best serve youth.  The Take Action SC Partnership 

encourages and promotes environmental education across South Carolina. This unique group 

of state agencies, colleges and schools as well as other environmental organizations believes 

that education is key in protecting and preserving the environment for future generations.  
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Sanction Opportunity—National Portrait Gallery  

 

 

Stephanie Pitts—New Juvenile Arbitration Director  

 We are excited 

that Stephanie 

Pitts has joined 

the Juvenile            

Arbitration         

Program as the 

new Director for 

Greenwood, 

Newberry,         

Laurens and      

Abbeville             

Counties.  
 

Welcome             

Stephanie!  

    Join the National Portrait Gallery for a virtual, creative writing hour at the National          

Portrait Gallery on Tuesday October 25, 2022 from 5—6:00 PM! 
 

The Gallery has set up a virtual space where writers can create, connect, and draw                  

inspiration from the Portrait Gallery's          

collection. They will provide writing 

prompts, and you are also welcome to 

bring your own writing project-in-

progress. We will write for about 30 

minutes and end each session with a brief 

discussion or reading.  
 

The mission of the National Portrait       

Gallery is to tell the story of America by 

portraying the people who shape the       

nation’s history, development and culture.  



SC Human Affairs Commission  
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Thank you to Alphia Dunbar for presenting at our annual Volunteer Development Day.       

Ms. Dunbar is a Training Consultant with the South Carolina Human Affairs Commission.    
 

The Mission of the South Carolina Human Affairs Commission is to eliminate and prevent          

unlawful discrimination in: employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, 

sex, age, and disability; housing on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial 

status, and disability; and public accommodations on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

and religion thereby promoting harmony and the betterment of human affairs for all people.   
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Volunteer Lunch  

 

 

Community Service  

  

    Thank you to all 

of our amazing 

volunteers who 

attended our        

get-together 

lunch. 
 

We always enjoy 

spending time 

learning from 

each others 

hearing            

experiences and 

building a strong 

volunteer              

community.   

Thank you to our your youth that are 

diligently working to create         

meaningful community service       

projects.   
 

Why community service?                  

According to United Way, there is a 

positive correlation between students 

who earn good grades and those who 

are involved in community service.  
 

Volunteering helps teens gain new 

skills necessary for the job market 

such as leadership, communication 

skills, dependability, time management, 

and decision making. 



Mayor’s Walk Again Domestic Violence  
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Day of Service  
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 The mission of the 9/11 

Day of Service is to take 

back the day and transform 

the anniversary of 9/11 into 

a national day of doing 

good, and in the process 

rekindle the spirit of unity 

that arose in America in the                

immediate aftermath of the 

September 11, 2001,         

terrorist attacks. In this 

way, we seek to keep our 

promise to “Never Forget.” 



Day of Service  
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 The Juvenile Arbitration Program 

participated with the annual        

Tunnel to Towers Foundation Run 

in September.   
 

The Tunnel to Towers                      

Foundation honors the sacrifice of 

firefighter Stephen Siller who laid 

down his life to save others on 

September 11, 2001.  

 

The organization works to pay off 

the mortgages of first responders 

and provide additional support. 



Building Hope Conference  
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Nina Spinelli with the Juvenile Arbitration Program was excited to attend the annual Building 

Hope Conference hosted by South Carolina Children’s Trust.   

The mission of Children’s Trust is to strengthen families, organizations and communities to 

prevent child abuse and neglect.  

The work of Children’s Trust is guided by a set of values that provide the framework and 

inspiration for all they do. Their values help hold us accountable to South Carolina’s children 

and families, our partners and each other.  Children’s Trust is home to Adverse Childhood           

Experience training, Kid’s Count, and Strengthening Families. 

Visit https://scchildren.org to learn more about their program and events.   



Training Opportunity  
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Brothers and Sisters  

 

 

Community Sanction  

  

     What are the benefits of community           

partnership?  It might take more work, 

and it might take longer, but strong       

partnerships build the relationships, shared 

understanding, and collective focus to 

make lasting progress on issues related to 

community and economic development. 

(Planet Citizen). 
 

Brothers and Sisters works diligently to 

provide quality after-school education for 

youth in our community.  Thank you to 

Director Charonica Pope who creates 

meaningful activities, programs and events 

for youth in our community.   



The William J. McCord Adolescent Treatment Facility  
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The William J. McCord Adolescent Treatment 

Facility is there to lend a helping hand.  
 

Established in 1993, the William J. McCord          

Adolescent Treatment Facility is a provider of 

high quality care to adolescents in the state of 

South Carolina and a leader in the field of         

adolescent addiction treatment.  Believing that 

all adolescents, not just those with private         

insurance, should have access to high quality treatment at affordable prices, the McCord            

Facility offers a 24-hour structured regime of medical and clinical services to adolescents with 

presenting alcohol and/or other drug problems. 
  

The William J. McCord Adolescent Treatment Facility has beds available now to accept both 

males females in need of inpatient treatment.  
 

If you are working with an adolescent and think they may benefit from their services, please 

reach out to Sabrina Johnson at 803-534-2328, ext. 151 or by e-mail at                                   

sjohnson@tccada.state.sc.us. Note: The Facility accept females who are pregnant, can             

detox if needed, and also provide medication-assisted treatment. 

mailto:sjohnson@tccada.state.sc.us


South Carolina’s Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers  
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 South Carolina’s Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers released their Annual OMS       

report provides a comprehensive analysis of the outcome data provided by all of SC CACs 

during the year. Youth involved with the Juvenile Arbitration often receive services from our 

local Child Advocacy Center.  To review, the report visit https://www.cac-sc.org.  



Community Sanction  
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Congratulations  
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  Congratulations to 

Stacey Bryant with 

the South Carolina 

Department of        

Juvenile Justice for 

her promotion 

from Juvenile          

Arbitration and 

Community      

Restoration        

Director to         

Juvenile Detention 

Imitative Director 

within the agency.   



Congratulations  
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DSS Database Integration  
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DSS Database Integration  
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October is National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month  
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Community Event 
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JDAI 
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Children’s Law Conference  
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This year’s annual Children’s Law Conference, featuring Sixto Cancel, founder and CEO of 

Think of Us, will address issues affecting children involved in South Carolina’s child protection 

and juvenile justice systems.  
 

An outstanding faculty will present on topics including      

Centering Lived Experience at the Core; Human Trafficking 

of Minors in South Carolina: What Professionals Need to 

Know to Support Victims; Current Trends in Teen Substance 

Use and Treatment; Engaging Fathers; Teen Suicide Red Flags 

and Prevention; Conversations on Being a System-Involved 

Youth; A Caselaw and Legislative Update; and The Three 

Trees of Self Care for Child-Serving Professionals.  
 

The conference will be held on November 4, 2022               

(8:45 am - 4:30 pm) at the Cooperative Conference Center located at 169 Laurelhurst Ave, 

Columbia SC.  
 

For more information: Contact Lauren Marsh at marshla@mailbox.sc.edu or 803-576-7228.  
 

To register: Go to https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?

PRODUCTID=124.  
 

Pre-registration closes 11/1/22 at 5:00 pm. Walk-ins will be allowed, space permitting.  
 

Continuing Education Credits: 5.5 MCLE credit hours for Attorneys have been requested.      

This training is pre-approved for up to: 5.5 general contact hours for Social Workers; 5.5 hours 

of CE credits for Licensed Professional Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, and         

PsychoEducational Specialists (the Children’s Law Center is a permanent CE sponsor, #421).  

5.5 hours of Category A credits for licensed psychologists; and 5.5 hours of CLEE credits have 

been requested for law enforcement officers. 
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Thank you to  

Arbitrator 

Herb Theiss 

and the      

entire team 

of Keep      

Aiken County      

Beautiful for 

hosting, and 

winning, the 

Trash Bash at 

the Border to 

help keep our           

community 

clean.            
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The Surgeon General has released their Protecting Youth Mental Health Report. Mental 

health affects every aspect of our lives: how we feel about ourselves and the world; solve 

problems, cope with stress, and overcome challenges; build relationships and connect with 

others; and perform in school, at work, and throughout life. Mental health encompasses our 

emotional, psychological, and social wellbeing, and is an essential component of overall health. 
 

To review the report, please visit: https://www.hhs.go 
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Thank you to Lieutenant Eric Kirkland with the Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office and Jean 

Ann Lambert with Mental Health America for all their support of outreach activates and 

events for our community.   



Community Resource  
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The Surgeon General has released their Protecting Youth Mental Health Report. Mental 

health affects every aspect of our lives: how we feel about ourselves and the world; solve 

problems, cope with stress, and overcome challenges; build relationships and connect with 

others; and perform in school, at work, and throughout life. Mental health encompasses our 

emotional, psychological, and social wellbeing, and is an essential component of overall health. 
 

To review the report, please visit: https://www.hhs.go 
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211 York Street, NE 

Aiken, SC  29801 
 

2nd Judicial Circuit  

P.O. Drawer 3368 

Aiken, SC  29802 

nspinelli@aikencountysc.gov 
 

Bill Weeks, Solicitor  
Serena McDaniel,             

Assistant. Solicitor 

Nina Spinelli, Director   

SECOND CIRCUIT 

JUVENILE 

ARBITRATION 

PROGRAM 

Calendar of Events  

 
Ridge Spring ACTS 

Community Service Day: 

• October 19 

 

Victim Impact Panel: 

• October 2 

 

Cooking Matters: 

• October 21  

 
Aiken Acts Community 

Service Day:  

• October 15 

 

The Insiders:  

• October 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth ChalleNGe Academy  

 

 

 

 

Arbitration on the Move  

 

 

 

Thank you to the Guardian-ad-Litem team for all of their support and help.  

 

Brenda O’Berry serves as the Victim Advocate for 

Barnwell and Bamberg counties.  
 

Victim advocates are trained to support victims of 

crime. They offer emotional support, victims’ 

rights information, help in finding needed          

resources and assistance in filling out crime victim 

related forms.  Brenda supports those in need 

during the entire court process.  

Thank you to the team of the 

Youth  ChalleNGe. Academy 

for their amazing  support of 

youth in their program.   
 

From leadership                 

development to education, 

youth learn important life 

skills that are so valuable. 

mailto:nspinelli@aikencountysc.gov

